《Edward’s Family Bible New Testament Notes – Hebrews》(Justin Edward)
Commentator
The work is intended for laymen of its day to understand the Bible, with brief notes, comments, definitions and cross references - a poor man's study Bible.

The Family Bible "with brief notes and instruction [and cross references], designed to give the results of critical investigation, and to assist the Reader to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the inspired word" was first published in 3 volumes in 1851 by the American Tract Society. The comments follow the Authorized Version/KJV.

This Bible was designed "to assist common readers to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the Bible." Marginal references were from the English Polyglot Bible. Massachusetts Clergyman and social reformer (he was active in the Temperance and Sabbath Movements as well as the American Tract Society, Rev. Justin Edwards (1787-1853) wrote the notes and instructions for the Bible. The marginal Scripture references from the Polyglot Bible were included.

From the 'Preface'

"The object of the NOTES in this Family Bible is to assist common readers to understand the teaching of the Holy Spirit in the revealed word, by giving, in the plainest and briefest manner, the results of sound, judicious critical and prayerful investigation.

Some of the INSTRUCTIONS suggested by each chapter, are added in the hope of inducing all who read the Bible to form the habit of drawing from it such practical instructions as will tend most to their growth in knowledge and in grace, and to furnish them thoroughly for every good work.

The endeavor rightly to apprehend and rightly to express the meaning of the Holy Ghost in the passages examined, has been delightful; and it is hoped that, through the divine blessing, great and lasting benefits will result to many." 

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
The train of thought in this opening chapter of the epistle is the following: God, who in past ages has given various partial revelations, has now made a full revelation of himself through his Son, who is the brightness of his glory, the maker and upholder of all things, and exalted above all the angels, as in name, so also in nature and office. 

At sundry times; or, in sundry parts. This marks the incompleteness of the past revelations. 

In divers manners; as by dreams, visions, voices from heaven, etc. All these are contrasted with the perfect manner of the present revelation, through God manifest in the flesh. 

Verse 2
Heir of all things; Christ is the only begotten Son of God, in the high and incommunicable sense of possessing equality with the Father in nature. By virtue of this his sonship, God has made him heir of all that he possesses, that is, of the universe, and constituted him the sovereign Lord and Ruler of all things. Matthew 28:18; John 16:15; John 17:10; Acts 2:36; Acts 10:36; Revelation 17:14; Revelation 19:16. 

The worlds; the created universe, verse Hebrews 1:10; John 1:3; 1 Corinthians 8:6; Ephesians 3:9; Colossians 1:16-17. As the Scriptures are communications from God, we should receive them as such, diligently study, heartily believe, and faithfully obey them. 

Verse 3
The brightness of his glory; in him the glory of the Father shines forth, so that in and through him the Father’s glory is seen. John 1:14; John 14:9; 2 Corinthians 4:6. 

The express image of his person; he in whom the very being of God is represented to us, as far as we are able to apprehend it. The Greek word rendered person, means rather substance, reality of being, as opposed to mere appearance. Compare Matthew 11:27; John 1:18; Colossians 1:15. 

Upholding all things; sustaining the universe in being. Colossians 1:17. 

By the rod of his power; the word of his creative power. The same almighty word of his which called things into being, now sustains them. Compare Genesis 1:3; , etc.; Psalms 33:9; Psalms 148:5. 

By himself; by the sacrifice of himself. 

Purged our sins; made expiation for them, thus opening the way for our forgiveness and purification. Romans 8:3; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 3:13; Ephesians 1:7; 1 Peter 2:24; 1 John 1:7; Revelation 1:5. 

Sat down on the right hand; Psalms 110:1; Mark 16:16; Acts 7:55. As Jesus Christ made the atonement, it is perfect and sufficient for all men, should be preached to all, and accepted by all; and is a sure foundation of eternal life to all who believe on him. 

Verse 4
Better; in dignity and office. 

By inheritance obtained; obtained as his just right. See note to verse Hebrews 1:2. 

A more excellent name; that of the Son of God. Angels and men are called sons of God; but Christ alone is "the Son of God" in a high and peculiar sense, because, as Son, he has the same nature with the Father. 

Verse 5
Thou are my Son; see the following note on the quotation from 2 Samuel 7:14. 

This day have I begotten thee; some understand these words of Christ’s eternal sonship, supposing that with God, to whom time is nothing, "this day" may include eternity. But they are more commonly taken in a declarative sense of the manifestation which the Father made of Christ’s sonship by his resurrection and glorification. So the apostle Paul seems to use them, Acts 13:33. Compare Romans 1:4; Colossians 1:18. 

I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son; 2 Samuel 7:14, compared with Psalms 89:26-27. This promise was made not to Solomon as an individual, but to David’s whole royal line, at the head of which, after David, Solomon stood, and which led to and terminated in Christ. Luke 1:32-33. God took David’s house into the relation of sonship to himself, in the sense of making his seed heirs to his throne by an inalienable title. Psalms 89:28-29; Psalms 89:33-37. The lower sonship of David and Solomon, moreover, foreshadowed the higher sonship of Christ, in whom alone the promise here, and in Psalms 2:7, is perfectly fulfilled. 

Verse 6
Bringeth in the first-begotten into the world; by his incarnation and the events that followed it, thus establishing in and through him "the kingdom of heaven" among men. It is of this kingdom that the ninety-seventh Psalm, from which the apostle immediately proceeds to quote, speaks. It describes, by anticipation, the coming of God as king to destroy the wicked and save his people, verses Hebrews 1:3-6. His reign is one in which "the multitude of isles," the whole gentile world, is called upon to rejoice, verse Hebrews 1:1. The ancient Jews rightly understood the psalm of the Messiah, in whom alone it is fulfilled, and whose kingdom it describes in its whole extent to the end of time. 

Let all the angels of God worship him; quoted according to the Greek version from Psalms 97:7, where the word "gods" in the original Hebrew means the heavenly hosts. As Christ in his deepest humiliation received the worship of angels as well as of men, and as he is now receiving it in glory, it is certain that he is God; and that in paying him divine honors they and we are not breaking, but obeying the command, Worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. Matthew 4:10; Revelation 5:8-14. 

Verse 7
And of the angels he saith; Psalms 104:4. God indicates the nature and office of angels by calling them spirits and a flame of fire. The quotation, as usual in this epistle, is made from the Greek version of the Seventy. 

Verse 8
Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever; taken from Psalms 45:6-7, where the Messiah appears in the character of the husband of the church. 

Verse 9
Above thy fellows; in power and office; for God has made him "King of kings, and Lord of lords," Revelation 17:14; Revelation 19:16; exalting him not only above all human kings, but above all heavenly principalities and powers. Ephesians 1:21; Philippians 2:9-10; Colossians 1:18. 

Verse 10
Thou, Lord, in the beginning; taken from Psalms 102:25-27, another psalm which prays for the coming of God in glory to build up Zion, verse Psalms 102:16, and which, like Psalms 97:1-12, has its true fulfilment in Christ, who is God manifested in the flesh. 

Verse 12
As Christ made, sustains, and governs all things, and will remain unchangeable for ever, it is safe to trust in him, and to commit all our interests to his care and disposal. 

Verse 13
Sit on my right hand; Psalms 110:1. The Saviour interprets these words of himself. Matthew 22:41-45. 

Verse 14
Ministering spirits; Genesis 19:1-23; Psalms 34:7; Psalms 103:21; Daniel 6:22; Daniel 7:10. Christians are highly honored and greatly blessed; their attendants are more exalted than those of any earthly kings, and they are themselves to be kings and priests unto God, and to reign with him for ever and ever. Romans 5:17; 2 Timothy 2:12; Revelation 5:9-10; Revelation 22:5. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1
Therefore; on account of the dignity and glory of him who speaks. 

We have heard; from Christ and those commissioned to speak in his name. 

Let them slip; forget or neglect them, and lose the benefit. The character of the Saviour should secure for his instructions the most earnest attention. This all ought to give, from regard not only to him, but to their own benefit. 

Verse 2
Spoken by angels; that is, by the ministration of angels. Acts 7:38; Acts 7:53; Galatians 3:19. 

Was steadfast; firm, settled, established, and could not be violated with impunity. 

Verse 3
The neglect of Christ’s salvation is ruinous to the soul. 

Verse 5
The world to come; or, the coming age. This was a common expression with the Jewish Rabbis to indicate the expected reign of the Messiah, which is the Christian dispensation in its whole course to the end of time and the final judgment. 

Verse 6
One in a certain place; Psalms 8:4-9. 

Verse 8
For in that he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing-not put under him; as much as to say, The psalmist explicitly declares that all things are put under man. 

We see not yet all things put under him; that is, under man, apart from Christ. 

Verse 9
But we see Jesus-crowned with glory and honor; as much as to say, The words of the psalmist have their complete fulfilment only in "the man Christ Jesus," in whose person human nature is exalter to universal dominion and crowned with glory and honor, after he has been made a little lower than the angels; in the nature which he took upon him for the purpose of suffering death to atone for sin. 

Verse 10
It became him; it was suitable that God, in saving sinners, should effect it through the suffering and death of his Son, who thus became the Author of complete, eternal salvation to all who trust in him. 

Perfect through sufferings; perfect in his character as Mediator and Redeemer. It was through the suffering of death for the salvation of men that he was to be exalter to the mediatorial throne and have all things put under his feet. Compare Philippians 2:5-11, which may serve as a divine commentary on the present verse. 

Verse 11
He that sanctifieth; Christ. 

They who are sanctified; Christians. 

All of one; either simply of one nature, or of one Father, as partakers of the same nature, or of one Father, as partakers of the same nature received from God. The latter view is favored by the words "many sons," immediately preceding. 

Verse 12
Saying; in Psalms 22:22, a psalm of which Christ is the subject. 

Verse 13
I will put my trust in him; 2 Samuel 22:3, where David in his conflict and victory is regarded as the type of Christ. Some suppose the quotation to be from Isaiah 8:17, where, in the Greek version of the Seventy, the same words occur. The argument is, that trust in God is an attribute of men. Christ, by exercising it, makes himself one with men. 

Behold, I and the children which God hath given me; taken from Isaiah 8:18. Some understand the words of Isaiah as spoken directly and exclusively of the Messiah. But they may be more naturally understood of the prophet himself, who was, by God’s appointment, a type or symbol of Christ in his prophetical office, as David was in his kingly office. As such, the prophet and his children were "for signs and for wonders in Israel from the Lord of hosts, who dwelleth in mount Zion," as he immediately adds. In Christ then, the great antitype, the words have their perfect fulfilment. By the expression, "I and the children which God hath given me," he declares that he has a common nature with them, which is the point to be proved. 

Verse 14
The children; in allusion to the words just quoted: "Behold, I and the children which God hath given me." Through death-destroy; for it was through death that Jesus conquered and spoiled the prince of death. John 12:31. 

Him that had the power of death-the devil; by the agency of the devil sin was introduced into the world, and death through sin. Romans 5:12. Over all that are out of Christ he reigns, in and through death, as a cruel tyrant and tormentor. But Christ, by redeeming men from sin and death, takes them out of the power of Satan. 

Verse 15
Through fear of death-subject to bondage; the sting of death is sin and its penalty. It is this that makes it so terrible to men. From this sting Christ delivers all who trust in him, making the death of the body to them the gateway to eternal life. Those who believe in Christ need not fear death, for it will put an end to all their sorrows, and introduce them to endless joys. 

Verse 16
Took not on him the nature of angels; or, as the margin, taketh not hold of angels, for the purpose of saving them; and so in the following clause. The way in which he takes hold of the seed of Abraham is by the assumption of their nature, that he may in and through it redeem them. The seed of Abraham includes all who are Abraham’s children in a spiritual sense, by the possession of his faith. Romans 4:11; Galatians 3:7; Galatians 3:16. 

Verse 17
It behooved him; it was proper for him. 

His brethren; of the human race. 

To make reconciliation for the sins; more exactly, to make propitiation for the sins, which was the office of the Jewish high-priest. But he did it typically, by the blood of bulls and goats; Christ does it efficaciously, by his own blood. Chap Hebrews 9:12. 

Verse 18
He is able; having endured sufferings and temptations, he is fitted to sympathize with and deliver others who endure them. Jesus Christ being both God and man, perfectly understands and rightly regards the claims of God and the character and interests of men, and is thus prepared to bring glory to God in the highest, and manifest most effectively good will to men. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1
Wherefore; on account of the character and work of Christ as exhibited in the previous chapter. 

Heavenly calling; by which God called and inclined them to prepare for heaven. Habitual contemplation of the character work, teaching, example, death, resurrection, intercession, government, and glory of Christ, is a powerful means of increasing the holiness of his people, and securing their perseverance in his service. 

Verse 2
Him that appointed him; God the Father, who appointed his Son to be the author and introducer of the Christian dispensation. 

Faithful in all his house; in all God’s house, the Jewish economy, with the household of God’s covenant people contained in it. The reference is to Numbers 12:7, where God says, "My servant Moses-is faithful in all my house." 

Verse 3
This man; Christ, as the builder of God’s house under the Christian economy. 

Hath builded the house; or, prepared the house, for the words include not only the building of the house itself, but also the ordering of the household belonging to it. 

Hath more honor than the house; than the structure itself, or any of the household pertaining to it; consequently, more honor than Moses who was not the builder of the house in which he served, but himself constituted a part of it, that is, of its household. The greatest and best of men are as much inferior to Christ as the thing made is inferior to him who made it. 

Verse 4
Every house is builded by some man; or, by some one; added to unfold still further the contrast between the house and its builder. 

But he that built all things is God; that is, but God is he that built all things. These words are added to refer the house, of which Christ is the builder and owner, to God as its ultimate author: as much as to say, Christ is indeed the builder and Lord of the Christian dispensation with its household of faith; but he has built it as the Son under the appointment of the Father, from whom all things originally proceed. Compare, for the same idea, chap Hebrews 1:2, "By whom also he made the worlds." Christ made all things, John 1:3; Colossians 1:16-17; Hebrews 1:10-12; therefore Christ is God, John 1:1; Romans 9:15; 1 Timothy 3:16; Hebrews 1:8; 1 John 5:20. 

Verse 5
Faithful in all his house; in all God’s house. See note to verse Hebrews 3:2. 

As a servant; and therefore a part of the house itself. See note to verse Hebrews 3:3. 

For a testimony of those things which were to be spoken after; or, more exactly, for a testimony of the things that should be spoken, the word "after" not belonging to the original. The meaning is, that he, as God’s faithful servant, might testify to the people the things that should be spoken through him to them. 

Verse 6
As a son; he was faithful over the household or spiritual family of which he was the rightful owner. 

Whose house are we; to which family we-Christians-belong. 

The confidence; in the sense of boldness or assurance, such as a well-grounded faith in Christ gives. 

The rejoicing of the hope; or, the glorying of the hope; that glorying in Christ and his salvation which the hope of our future inheritance in heaven gives. 

Verse 7
Wherefore; since we are the household of Christ, who is so much greater than Moses. 

The Holy Ghost saith; Psalms 95:7-10. 

To-day if ye will hear his voice; the command of God is always to-day; for he always demands present obedience. 

Verse 11
So I sware in my wrath; Numbers 14:23. 

My rest; the rest of Canaan, so called in Deuteronomy 12:9-10, and which is a type of the rest of heaven. Perseverance in faith and obedience is essential to a well-grounded hope of salvation; and should any cease to believe and obey Christ, they would harden their hearts, grieve the Holy Ghost, and be in danger of destruction. 

Verse 13
Exhort one another; to be steadfast in the belief and practice of the gospel. 

Verse 14
Partakers of Christ; united to him by faith, and entitled to his favor, and the enjoyment of the rest provided by him for his people. 

Verse 15
Harden not your hearts; by refusing to hearken to Christ. 

In the provocation; when the Israelites provoked God. Numbers 14:2-11. Great watchfulness is needful to the people of God, and the diligent use of appropriate means, in order to secure their perseverance in holiness and to prevent their final apostasy and ruin. 

Verse 16
Did provoke; displease God by disobedience. 

Verse 17
Whose carcasses fell; Numbers 26:64-65. 

Verse 18
Sware he; Numbers 14:12-37. 

Verse 19
Could not enter in; to the rest of Canaan, typifying the rest of heaven. The great and destructive sin which cuts off the hope of heaven and makes perdition certain, is unbelief. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verse 1
The course of argument in this chapter, to verse Hebrews 4:11, is as follows: There is a rest promised to us, which we should be careful not to lose by our unbelief and disobedience, after the example of the ancient Israelites in the wilderness. This cannot be the rest upon which God entered after he had finished the works of creation, nor the rest which Joshua gave to Israel in Canaan, since long after both of these the Holy Ghost still speaks of a rest which he warns us, as he did the covenant people in David’s day, not to lose. 

His rest; God’s rest provided for his people. 

Should seem to come short of it; regarded by some as simply a softened way of saying, Should come short of it. Others render, Should appear-that is, at the last day-to have come short of it. 

Verse 2
The gospel; good news of a future rest. 

Unto them; the Israelites in the wilderness. 

The word preached; the offer to them of a future rest. 

Did not profit them; because they did not, by believing God, comply with its instructions. 

Verse 3
Do enter into rest; literally, into the rest; that, namely, which the Holy Ghost, through David, warns us not to lose. There is a rest promised to believers now as really as there was to believers in the days of Moses; and true Christians have a foretaste of it. It is a spiritual, holy rest, like the rest of God on the Sabbath after he had finished the work of creation; and of which the right keeping of the Sabbath is to believers an emblem. 

As he said; Psalms 95:11. 

If they shall enter; a Hebrew form of expression, the same as in chap Hebrews 3:11, meaning, they shall not enter. See also verse Hebrews 4:5. 

Although the works were finished; as the Holy Ghost, by the mouth of David, said this nearly three thousand years after God on the Sabbath rested from his work of creation, it is plain that this was not the rest referred to. 

Verse 4
In a certain place; Genesis 2:1-3, showing that there is a rest upon which God entered when he had finished the works of creation. 

Verse 5
And in this place again; showing that God has still another rest into which he invites us to enter. 

Verse 6-7
Seeing therefore-harden not your hearts; some connect verse Hebrews 4:6 immediately with verse Hebrews 4:11, making the intervening verses a parenthesis. But the passage is plainer if taken without any parenthesis, thus: "Seeing therefore"-as has been shown by the preceding argument-"it remaineth"-long after God has entered upon his rest of the Sabbath-"that some must enter therein"; in other words, that it is a rest yet reserved for some, namely, for all those who accept it as it is offered; "and seeing they to whom it was first preached"-namely, the Israelites in the wilderness-"entered not in because of unbelief; again, he limiteth a certain day"-that is, he therefore again sets a certain day-"saying by the mouth of David, To-day; thus showing that to-day an offer is made to men of God’s rest-"after so long a time"-so long a time after the rest of Canaan had been entered upon-"as it is said"-rather, as it has been said before, in the quotation already made from Psalms 95:7 -"To-day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts" Of course, when David spoke of a time when men by believing might obtain rest, it was not the rest of Canaan, for that they had, verse Hebrews 4:8; nor was it the rest of the Sabbath, for that they had, verses Hebrews 4:3-4; but it was the rest of which these were emblems, the glorious, eternal rest of heaven. 

Verse 8
Jesus; Joshua; Jesus being the same in Greek as Joshua in Hebrew, meaning Saviour. 

Afterward; in the days of David. 

Another day; or time when the rest spoken of could, by believing, be obtained. 

Verse 9
Therefore; as the certain conclusion from the above-mentioned facts, the rest spoken of by God is one which is spiritual and future; the keeping of an eternal Sabbath, a holy, blessed rest in heaven. The rest promised to the faithful and obedient in the Old Testament, was not merely a temporary rest on the Sabbath, or in Canaan, but a spiritual, eternal rest in heaven; of which the rest of the Sabbath and the rest of Canaan were emblems. 

Verse 10
His rest; in heaven. 

Hath ceased; from his work on earth. 

As God; ceased from his work of creation on the first Sabbath. God’s method of salvation was not designed, and is not adapted to encourage idleness, but great and persevering diligence in the discharge of duty. 

Verse 11
Therefore; as there is such a glorious, heavenly rest, and many through unbelief have lost it, let us give all diligence by faith and obedience to secure it, lest through unbelief we also lose it. 

Verse 12
The word of God; all his declarations, whether of law or grace, whether of promise or threatening. God, who is its author, imparts to it his own divine energy. It lays open every heart, and detects all hypocrisy and unbelief. 

Quick; living, and powerful in its effects. John 6:63; 2 Corinthians 10:4; Two-edged sword; Ephesians 6:17; Revelation 1:16; Revelation 19:15. 

Discerner of the thoughts; lays open the secrets of the heart, and shows a man to himself. Romans 7:7. Our faith, therefore, must be hearty, active, and persevering, or we shall fail of obtaining the promised rest. 

Verse 13
In his sight; the sight of God the author of this word. In order to be saved, men must be Christians in reality as well as in appearance. God sees men as they are, and will treat them according to their works. 

Verse 14
Profession; of faith in Christ. 

Verse 16
The throne of grace; God on his gracious throne dispensing mercy to sinners. In God is help for men; and it is their duty to come unto him in the name of Christ, that for his sake they may receive it. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verse 1
Having several times spoken of Christ as our High-priest, chap Hebrews 2:17; Hebrews 3:1; Hebrews 4:14-15; he now proceeds to unfold at large the idea of his priesthood, chap Hebrews 5:1-14; Hebrews 6:1-20; Hebrews 7:1-28; Hebrews 8:1-13; Hebrews 9:1-28; Hebrews 10:1-18, introducing, however, a digression, chap Hebrews 5:11-14; Hebrews 6:1-19, by way of warning and exhortation. He begins by considering the qualifications and office of the earthly high-priest. He must be taken from among his brethren, that he may be able to sympathize with them, being himself a sharer of their infirmities; and he must be called of God. His office, moreover, is to offer gifts and sacrifices for sin. With this earthly priesthood the higher priesthood of Christ is then compared. 

For men; for the benefit of men in their spiritual concerns. 

Verse 2
A kind, compassionate, and forgiving spirit is of great importance to all in the sacred office; and the consideration of their own unworthiness and of the grace of God towards them, is well suited to increase in them this heavenly temper. 

Verse 3
By reason hereof; of infirmity, which, in the case of the earthly high-priest, is connected with sin. See Leviticus 9:7. 

Verse 4
This honor; of being a priest under the law of Moses, and offering sacrifices. 

Verse 5
He that said; God the Father, who appointed his Son Jesus Christ to be our High-priest. 

Thou art my son; Psalms 2:7. The sonship of Christ is here considered as including his priesthood. Chap Hebrews 1:5. 

Verse 6
Another place; Psalms 110:4. The Old Testament is so constructed that the fulness of its meaning is seen only in the light of the New; and both must be taken together in order to have the fullest understanding of the revealed will of God. 

Verse 7
Offered up prayers; Matthew 26:39-56. 

In that he feared; because he was reverently obedient and submissive to God, God heard his prayer and answered it, in bestowing upon him all that he needed to prepare him for what was before him. Luke 22:39-46. 

Verse 8
A Son; the divine Son of God. 

Yet learned he obedience; he learned by experience what it is to obey God in the midst of manifold sufferings. Thus he was qualified to succor those who are in like circumstances of suffering. Chap Hebrews 2:18; Hebrews 4:15. 

Verse 9
Being made perfect; having triumphantly gone through with the course of suffering appointed for him, and thus become perfect as our Saviour. Though Christ has opened a way of salvation and commands us to make it known to all, yet every man for himself must enter and continue to walk in it, or he cannot be saved. 

Verse 10
Called of God; verse Hebrews 5:6. 

Verse 11
Hard to be uttered; difficult to be so explained that you will understand them. 

Seeing ye are dull of hearing; slow of apprehension, through your sluggishness in respect to divine truth. 

Verse 12
The time; the length of time since they were converted. 

Milk; the simplest truths. 

Verse 13
Unskillful in the word of righteousness; inexperienced, having comparatively little knowledge of the character and work of Christ, and the way of salvation through him as revealed in the Scriptures. 

Verse 14
Strong meat; the more difficult parts of divine truth. 

Of full age; of greater experience and knowledge of divine things. 

To discern; to distinguish between truth and error, good and evil. Even Christians at first, and often for a long time, are ignorant of many things clearly revealed in the word of God, known by those who have made greater advances in the divine life, and which, where God gives opportunity, ought to be known by all. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verse 1
Principles; elements or first rudiments of religion. 

Unto perfection; maturity in the knowledge and obedience of the gospel. The reference is especially to those deep doctrines concerning the priesthood of Christ which he is preparing to unfold. 

The foundation of repentance; the foundation consisting in the doctrine of repentance, and what follows. Upon this foundation we must always build, but we ought not to be always laying it. 

Dead works; outward forms without spiritual life. Divine grace in the hearts of God’s people is progressive. It leads them to increase in knowledge and piety, till they at last become perfect in Christ Jesus. 

Verse 2
Eternal judgment; judgment eternal in its consequences, having for its result the endless retributions of eternity. 

Verse 3
This will we do; we will go on unto perfection, as he proceeds to do in the seventh and following chapters. 

Verse 4
Enlightened; in the knowledge of the gospel. 

The heavenly gift; that which God bestows upon men in the gospel. 

Of the Holy Ghost; of the gifts which he bestows. 1 Corinthians 12:4-11. 

Verse 5
Have tasted the good word of God; have had experience of its excellency and power. 

And the powers of the world to come; the world to come is probably here, as in chap Hebrews 2:5, the gospel dispensation, and its powers are those specified in chap Hebrews 2:4. 

Verse 6
Fall away; renounce Christianity, turn against Christ, and openly apostatize from his religion. If they do this they will perish, because they renounce the only way of salvation, and treat Christ as an imposter, deserving of crucifixion. 

Verse 7
Receiveth blessing from God; he rewards its fruitfulness with his blessing, making it still further fruitful. Compare the Saviour’s words, "He that hath, to him shall be given." Mark 4:25. 

Verse 8
Thorns and briars; only. 

Rejected; as worthless. 

Nigh unto cursing; being given up to perpetual barrenness; bearing that which is fit only to be burned. So those who renounce Christ, go back to the world, and continue in sin, the Holy Ghost will leave to perpetual barrenness and death. 

Verse 9
Persuaded better things; he was persuaded, from what he had known of them, that in view of the destruction which awaited them should they apostatize, they would, through the grace of God and the use of proper means, persevere in holiness to the end, and so obtain eternal life. 

Verse 10
God is not unrighteous; he would not fail to reward the acts of love which for his sake they had done to his people. Matthew 10:41-42. 

Verse 11
The same diligence; in the discharge of duty and the manifestation of love to Christ and his people to the end of life. 

To the full assurance of hope; these words express the object which our Christian diligence has in view and which it secures. As those who apostatize, and continue to renounce Christ, will perish with an awfully aggravated destruction, Christians should carefully guard against all approaches towards this sin. 

Verse 12
Of them; Hebrews 11:32-40. As a knowledge of the destruction which awaits men who renounce the Saviour and continue in sin, is one of the means of preventing Christians from so doing, they should be thankful to him for communicating this knowledge, and for rendering it, with other means, efficacious in leading them to avoid this destruction, and perseveringly to imitate those who through faith and patience and much tribulation are now inheriting the promises. 

Verse 13
Made promise to Abraham; Genesis 22:16-18. 

Verse 15
Obtained the promise; Genesis 12:1-3; Genesis 15:5-21; Genesis 17:1-16; Genesis 18:10; Genesis 21:1-2. 

Verse 16
For confirmation; to confirm treaties and agreements; the oath gives confidence and puts an end to contention. 

Verse 17
Wherein; in respect to which matter, namely, the ending of all doubt and dispute by an oath. 

Heirs of promise; true believers, to whom God has promised eternal life. John 10:27-30. 

Verse 18
Two immutable things; his word and oath. 

Impossible; for want not of natural power, but of disposition; on account of his unchangeable faithfulness, truth, and holiness. 

Fled for refuge; to Jesus Christ, by believing on him. 

The hope; of heaven set before us in the gospel. 

Verse 19
Which entereth; it is immaterial whether we understand the hope of the anchor as entering, since the one is a symbol of the other. 

Into that within the veil; into the heavenly holy of holies within the veil, that is, into heaven itself. For here, as elsewhere in this epistle, the earthly tabernacle-in whose inner sanctuary God had his visible dwelling-place between the cherubim that overshadowed the ark, Exodus 25:22; Numbers 7:89; Psalms 80:1; Psalms 99:1 -is considered as a type of the true heavenly tabernacle where God resides. Compare chap Hebrews 8:2; Hebrews 9:11-12; and especially chap Hebrews 9:24. Hope has great influence in the salvation of Christians, and the gospel is suited to inspire it. But in order to this, the gospel must be believed. And that hope which arises from true faith tends powerfully to make men holy, and lead them, notwithstanding all trials, to persevere in holiness to the end. Proverbs 10:28; Proverbs 11:7; 1 John 3:3. 

Verse 20
The forerunner is for us entered; he has entered into heaven itself as our high-priest, to present his own blood before the throne as the expiation for our sins; and he has entered as our forerunner also, who will in due time bring us into his Father’s presence, and present us faultless before his throne. 

Made a high-priest-after the order of Melchisedec; thus the writer returns to the theme which he had proposed, chap Hebrews 5:11. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verse 1
The argument in the present chapter rests on the certain truth, that God appointed Melchisedec to be a type of Christ in his priestly office, and ordered every thing concerning his history in such a way as to make the type as perfect as it could be in the case of a mere earthly priest. By his wise providence it came to pass, first, that both his name and that of the place where he reigned should be typical of Christ’s character and office, verse Hebrews 7:2; secondly, that the inspired record should give his priesthood without any such limitations in respect to descent as belonged to the Levitical priesthood, and also without any notice of either the beginning or end of his life and priesthood, verses Hebrews 7:3; Hebrews 7:6; Hebrews 7:8; thirdly, that he should bless Abraham, the father of all the faithful, and receive tithes from him, in both which things was made manifest Melchisedec’s official superiority over him, and consequently over all his children, none of whom could pretend to be in dignity above him, verses Hebrews 7:4; Hebrews 7:6-7. 

Melchisedec-met Abraham; Genesis 14:18-19. 

Verse 2
King of righteousness; this is the meaning of the Hebrew word Melchisedec. 

Salem; that is, peace; Melchisedec was therefore in his own name and that of his city a fit type of the righteous Prince of peace, Isaiah 9:6; Isaiah 11:4-5; Isaiah 32:1. 

Verse 3
Without father-end of life; the inspired record takes no notice of any of these things; and this was designed by the Holy Ghost, that his priesthood might thus typify the priesthood of Christ in a double way; first, as to our Lord’s human nature, as being a priest of another order than the Levitical priests, who must always be able to show their descent from Aaron, verses Hebrews 7:13-14, compared with Numbers 3:10; Ezra 2:62; secondly, as to his divine nature, as being in the highest sense without any of these limitations. The reader should carefully notice that the apostle describes Melchisedec, the type, in terms which, in the full meaning, hold good only of Christ the great antitype. Christ as a priest making a real and perfect atonement for sin, stands alone in divine majesty, grandeur, and glory. All other priests were only types, emblems, and shadows of him, which when he appeared vanished away. 

Verse 4
How great this man was; see verses Hebrews 7:6-7, and notes. 

Verse 5
Have a commandment to take tithes; Numbers 18:21-32. 

Though they come; though their brethren of whom they take tithes, come out of the loins of Abraham. Thus the Levitical priests are raised above their brethren in official dignity. 

Verse 6
But he; Melchisedec. 

Received tithes of Abraham, and blessed him that had the promises; being thus exalted, not as the Levitical priests were, above the rest of their brethren, but above Abraham himself, and thus, as the epistle goes on to show, above the Levitical priesthood also. 

Verse 7
The less-the better; in official dignity. 

Verse 8
Men that die-he liveth; he passes to another point in which Melchisedec’s priesthood was typically superior to that of the Levitical priests: it had no limitation; all the testimony we have of him is as a living priest and king, no mention being made of his death or the end of his priesthood. The writer designedly applies to Melchisedec terms which have their full application to Christ alone. See note to verse Hebrews 7:3. However much one man may be elevated above another, or however sacred the employment to which he may be called, he is a sinner; he must die, and with his fellow-sinners stand at the bar of Christ, give account of the things done in the body, and be treated for eternity according to his works. 

Verse 9
Levi also; and in him the Levitical priests of whom he was the father. 

Paid tithes in Abraham; paid tithes to Melchisedec, and thus acknowledged his superiority. 

Verses 11-19
A new argument is now introduced. Since the Levitical priesthood and the law were given together, as parts of one whole, so that the annulling of the one is the annulling of the other, why should God have promised another priesthood, and with it another economy, except because the former priesthood with its economy was unable to give perfection? Perfection; see note to verse Hebrews 7:19. 

Under it the people received the law; it was the basis of the Mosaic law in such a way that when the law should be changed, that must be changed also, verse Hebrews 7:12. 

Verse 13
He; Christ, spoken of in Psalms 110:4. 

To another tribe; not that of Levi, from whom the priests under the law were to descend. 

Verse 15
It is yet far more evident; that there is a change of the priesthood, and with it, of the economy. 

Verse 16
Who is made; constituted a priest. 

Not after the law of a carnal commandment; not with a temporary and inefficacious priesthood, corresponding with the carnal ordinances of the law under which he ministers. Compare, for the meaning of these words, chap Hebrews 9:9-10; Hebrews 10:4. 

After the power of an endless life; with an efficacious priesthood, such as belongs to one who has endless life and is a priest for ever, verses Hebrews 7:17; Hebrews 7:25. As Christ has made a full and perfect atonement, and ever lives to make intercession, all should forsake their sins, trust in him, and come to him for grace to help in all times of need. 

Verse 18
A disannulling; setting aside and bringing to a close the ceremonial law and its priesthood. 

Weakness and unprofitableness; as to the work of making a true expiation for sin, and thus opening a true way for salvation. See the following note, verse Hebrews 7:19. 

Verse 19
The law made nothing perfect; the ceremonial law was not designed for that. It answered the local and temporary purpose for which it was intended, but its sacrifices could not, like the sacrifice of Christ, purge the conscience from dead works to serve the living God, cleanse from sin, justify and sanctify the soul, give it access to God, and inspire that hope which purifies it as Christ is pure. 

But the bringing in of a better hope; the gospel through the atonement, righteousness, and intercession of Christ, does all this. Of course the gospel must be immeasurably superior in its benefits to the ceremonial law. Verses Hebrews 7:18-19 may be more plainly and simply rendered thus: "For there is verily a disannulling of the commandment going before, for the weakness and unprofitableness thereof-for the law made nothing perfect-and there is in the bringing in of a better hope," etc. 

Verses 20-22
Still another argument to show the superiority of Christ’s priesthood to that of Aaron and his sons: He was made priest with an oath, they without an oath. The added solemnity of the oath shows the superior dignity of the priesthood. 

Verse 22
A surety; one who becomes responsible for the fulfilment of a covenant. 

A better testament; or, a better covenant. The same Greek word is rendered now covenant, as in chap Hebrews 8:6, etc., and now testament, as in chap Hebrews 9:15, etc. The later is the appropriate rendering where there is a reference to the death of him who mediates the covenant, as in the latter of the above passages. The covenant which was ratified by the blood of Jesus secured for ever the highest and best of blessings to all who trust in him and devote their life to his service. 

Verse 23-24
The last argument for the superiority of Christ’s priesthood over that of the Levitical priests, after which there is a summing up of the perfections of our great High-priest, Christ Jesus, verses Hebrews 7:25-28. 

Verse 25
By him; as their high-priest, not venturing before God in their own name. 

Verse 26
Became us; was needed by us. 

Made higher than the heavens; where he ministers before God. See chap Hebrews 8:1-2; Hebrews 8:4; Hebrews 9:24. 

Verse 27
This he did once; made a full and complete atonement, so that no further sacrifice for sin would ever be needed. 

Verse 28
Consecrated; or perfected as a High-priest. Compare chap Hebrews 2:10; Hebrews 6:9. Christ is in all respects such a Deliverer as sinners need. None perish for want of an all-sufficient and willing Saviour, nor because a way of salvation is not opened, nor because God does not desire their salvation; but if any who know the gospel perish, it is because they willfully and perseveringly refuse to accept its gracious offers. 

08 Chapter 8 

Verse 2
Of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle; of the true heavenly sanctuary and tabernacle, of which the earthly is only a type, verse Hebrews 8:5. As Jesus Christ is a High-priest and Mediator in all respects such as we need, it is wrong to trust in or acknowledge any other. 

Verse 3
That this man; Christ, if he would perform the office of a priest. 

Verse 4
Not be a priest; he could not on earth officiate as a priest according to the Jewish law, because he did not belong to the tribe from which alone priests could be taken. He therefore, after having offered himself a sacrifice, ascended for the further discharge of his priestly office to heaven, of which the holy of holies was a type. Chap Hebrews 9:12. 

Verse 5
Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things; that is, who minister to the earthly tabernacle, which is but a type and shadow of the true tabernacle above where Christ ministers. 

As Moses was admonished; Exodus 25:40. 

According to the pattern showed to thee in the mount; apparently a representation made to Moses in vision of a glorious structure after which he was to model the earthly sanctuary with its furniture, the tabernacle seen in vision being itself a type of the true spiritual realities of heaven. Compare Ezekiel’s vision of a city and temple, chapters Ezekiel 40:1-49; Ezekiel 41:1-26; Ezekiel 42:1-20; Ezekiel 43:1-27; Ezekiel 44:1-31; Ezekiel 45:1-25; Ezekiel 46:1-24; Ezekiel 47:1-23; Ezekiel 48:1-35, and John’s vision of the new Jerusalem, in Revelation 21:1-27; Revelation 22:1-21. 

Verse 6
He; Christ. 

A more excellent ministry; than the Jewish priests. 

Better covenant; than that formed with Israel at Sinai. 

Better promises; securing greater blessings. As the gospel dispensation is the last that God will ever grant to men, those who live under it and yet are not by it led to repentance and salvation, will perish with an everlasting destruction. 

Verse 7
First covenant; that at Sinai. 

The second; that of the gospel. 

Verse 8
With them; according to some, with the provisions of the covenant at Sinai, as not adapted to give perfection, chap Hebrews 7:11; Hebrews 7:18-19. But we may more naturally refer the words to those who lived under the covenant. It was in connection with severe rebukes that this promise was given of a new covenant which should accomplish what the old had failed to do. 

He saith; Jeremiah 31:31-34. 

New covenant; the gospel dispensation, which is spiritual in its nature. 

Verse 10
Put my laws into their mind, and-their hearts; deeply and permanently impress them on their minds, and incline their hearts to obey them. 

And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. In the gospel covenant, God not only makes known to his people his will, but secures their obedience to it. To his grace they are indebted for their disposition to choose him as their portion, and for all the blessings which come from his being their God and their being his people. 

Verse 11
All shall know me; he would by his word and Spirit impart to them such knowledge of himself as should incline them to walk in his ways. 

Verse 12
Merciful to their unrighteousness; pardon their sins, and not so remember as to punish them. 

Verse 13
Made the first old; declared it to be old, and as such approaching its end, as the writer immediately proceeds to show. Momentous truth is often conveyed in the Bible by a single word, a change of which would greatly alter the sense, and give a different meaning to what is revealed. Hence the Holy Ghost directed the writers of the Bible not only what to write, but how to write it in order to convey exactly his meaning; and they spoke and wrote not in words which man’s wisdom taught them, but which the Holy Ghost taught them. 1 Corinthians 2:13. 

09 Chapter 9 

Verse 1
A comparison is now introduced between the priestly services of the first covenant, and the perfect priesthood of Christ, the Mediator of the new covenant. 

Verse 2
A tabernacle; the reference is to the movable tabernacle built by God’s direction in the wilderness of Sinai, which had two divisions separated from each other by a curtain-the holy place and the most holy. See Exodus 26:1-37. 

Verse 3
The second veil; the first, or outer veil, answered for a door to the tabernacle. Exodus 26:36-37. The second, or inner veil, separated the holy from the most holy place. Exodus 26:31-33. 

Verse 4
The golden censer; in which the high-priest burned incense within the veil on the great day of atonement. Leviticus 16:12. It seems to have been kept in the holy of holies; but however this may have been, it belonged to its furniture, and is properly reckoned to it. Leviticus 16:12. 

The ark; Exodus 25:10-16. 

The golden pot; Exodus 16:33-34. 

Aaron’s rod; Numbers 17:5; Numbers 17:8; Numbers 17:10. 

Tables of the covenant; the two tables of stone containing the ten commandments. Exodus 25:21; Exodus 40:20. When Solomon removed the ark into the temple which he had built, there was nothing in it but these two tables. 1 Kings 8:9; 2 Chronicles 5:10. But it would seem that it originally contained the pot of manna and Aaron’s rod. 

Verse 5
Cherubim; Exodus 25:18; Exodus 25:22. 

Verse 6
Always; daily, habitually. 

First tabernacle; the first apartment, called the holy place. 

Verse 7
The second; second apartment, called the most holy. 

Once; that is, on one day. He entered the most holy place on that day several times. Leviticus 16:12; Leviticus 16:15. 

Blood; that of the victims offered in sacrifice. Leviticus 16:2-19; Leviticus 16:34. 

Verse 8
Into the holiest of all; that is, into God’s presence. It was in the most holy place between the cherubim that he had his earthly dwelling-place under the Mosaic economy. See not to chap Hebrews 6:19. It was not yet revealed how men could approach God with acceptance. As a sign of this, his earthly abode was concealed by a veil, and could be approached only once a year by the high-priest, and that not without blood. But when Christ died the veil was rent, Matthew 27:51, and thenceforward all his disciples became "a royal priesthood," having admission, through his blood, into the true holy of holies. 

The first tabernacle; that is, as in verses Hebrews 9:2; Hebrews 9:6, the outer tabernacle, which represents the whole Mosaic dispensation. 

Was standing; that is, standing as a valid ordinance of God’s appointment, and thus barring the way to the holy of holies. This continued till the rending of the veil at Christ’s death. The Jewish ritual was full of meaning. God designed by it to teach men their pollution by sin, their need of spiritual cleansing, and the way in which this would be obtained, through the shedding of the blood of Christ and the renewing influences of his Spirit. Many were led by it to depend on Christ and obtain salvation through him. Hebrews 11:13-16. 

Verse 9
A figure; a shadow of good things to come under the Christian dispensation. 

Perfect, as pertaining to the conscience; it could remove uncleanness and guilt only in a typical way. It had no power to quiet the conscience by removing its sense of guilt. 

Verse 10
Stood-in; consisted of. 

Reformation; the new and better order of things under the Christian dispensation. 

Verse 11
Of good things to come; of the substance of those good things of which the rites of the Mosaic economy were only the shadow. Compare chap Hebrews 10:1. 

By a greater and more perfect tabernacle; to be connected immediately with the words, "he entered in once," verse Hebrews 9:12. The meaning is, that just as the Jewish high-priest entered by the way of the earthly tabernacle into the earthly holy of holies, so Christ, our great High-priest, has entered through the tabernacle of the heavens not made with hands, into the true holy of holies above, there to present before God not the blood of bulls and goats, but his own blood, as an expiation for the sins of his people. 

Verse 13
The ashes of a heifer; Numbers 19:1-10. 

To the purifying of the flesh; to the removal of outward and ceremonial defilement; the flesh here representing that which is outward in man, as distinguished from that which is inward and spiritual. 

Verse 14
The eternal Spirit; the Holy Spirit, given him without measure, and under whose influence he offered himself a sacrifice for the sin of men. 

Purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God; cleanse your consciences from the guilt and pollution of sin; make you spiritually alive, and enable you to offer the spiritual living sacrifice of holy obedience to God. Though the Jewish ritual has ceased as a mode of worship, yet its usefulness will continue to the end of time. It shows the evil nature of sin, the way of salvation from it through faith in Jesus Christ, the object of his death as an atoning sacrifice for sin, and the safety and blessedness of all who trust in him. Galatians 3:24. 

Verse 15
For this cause; in view of what has just been said of the superior efficacy of his priesthood. 

The new testament; the words "covenant" and "testament" are, in the original, the same. The new covenant, of which Christ is the Mediator, is also a testament when considered as ratified and made valid by his expiatory death on the cross. 

For the redemption of the transgressions; for their forgiveness through the payment of a ransom. The power of Christ’s expiatory sacrifice extends backward to the beginning of the world, as it does forward to its end. 

They which are called; the called of God of all ages, before and after Christ’s advent. 

Verse 18
Whereupon; for which reason. 

The first testament; or covenant; God’s arrangement with his people at Sinai. 

Dedicated without blood; it was ratified by the blood of the sacrifice, which typified Christ, who ratified the second covenant with his own blood. 

Verse 19
When Moses had spoken; Exodus 24:4-11. 

Verse 20
Testament; covenant. See note to verse Hebrews 9:15. 

Verse 21
He sprinkled-all the vessels; Exodus 29:12; Exodus 29:20; Exodus 29:36. 

Verse 22
Purged; purified. Leviticus 4:20; Leviticus 4:26; Leviticus 4:35; Leviticus 17:11. As there can be no remission of sin except through the shedding of the blood of Christ and the atonement he has made, those who continue to reject him must remain under the guilt of unpardoned sin for ever. 

Verse 23
Patterns of things in the heavens; the tabernacle and its furniture, typical of the true heavenly tabernacle. See note to verse Hebrews 9:11. 

Better sacrifices; the blood of Christ, which cleanses the conscience of all who believe from sin, and thus prepares them to enter with Christ their forerunner into heaven, the true holy of holies. 

Verse 26
In the end of the world; in the end of the ages; in those "last days" by which the Hebrew prophets represented the then distant future of the Christian dispensation. See note to 1 Corinthians 10:11. 

To put away sin; to expiate it, and thus open the way for deliverance from its punishment, pollution, and power. 

Verse 27
As it is appointed unto men; he points out in these words the agreement between the one death of men who are to be redeemed, and the one death of their Redeemer, the man Christ Jesus. 

Verse 28
To bear the sins of many; to die on account of them, in the room and stead of sinners; the just for the unjust. 2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 3:18. 

Them that look for him; his people, who expect his coming to judgment. Matthew 25:31-46. 

Without sin; not as before to suffer for sin, but to give his people free, full, and everlasting salvation. As Christ has borne the sins of his people, and is coming for their deliverance from all evil and their introduction to the eternal enjoyment of all good, they ought to be ever rejoicing; giving thanks to God through Jesus Christ, and adoring him who, though he was rich, for their sakes became poor, that they through his poverty might be for ever rich. 

10 Chapter 10 

Verse 1
The law; the ceremonial law, or Jewish economy. 

A shadow; an emblem of the blessings of the gospel, but not the blessings themselves, or even an exact likeness of them. 

The comers thereunto; to the service prescribed by the law. 

Perfect, that is, as elsewhere expressed, "perfect as pertaining to the conscience," chap Hebrews 9:9. See also below, verses Hebrews 10:2; Hebrews 10:22. It could not cleanse the consciences of the worshippers from a sense of guilt. 

Verse 3
A remembrance again made of sins every year; showing that the sins of those who offered sacrifices have not yet received a true expiation. 

Verse 4
Should take away sins; by making an expiation for them. The sincere offerers of these victims under the law did indeed receive forgiveness; but it was by virtue of the atonement of Christ, which the Jewish sacrifices prefigured. The sacrifices under the Old Testament were not an atonement for sin, but typical of the atonement which was to be made, and pointed the believing offerer to the sacrifice of Christ. 

Verse 5
He; Christ. 

Sacrifice and offering; such as were presented under the law God no longer desired, Psalms 40:6-8; a psalm which had its fulfilment in David only in a lower and typical way, but was prefectly fulfilled in Christ the great antitype. 

But a body has thou prepared me; the quotation is made from the Greek version of the Seventy. The Hebrew is, "Mine ears hast thou opened," that is, to hear and do thy will. How the difference has arisen is not known. But in both the essential idea is, that the Messiah makes a perfect devotion of himself to the Father to do his will. 

Verse 7
The volume of the book; the Scriptures, which foretold the coming of Christ. 

Verse 8
Above, when he said; that is, after he had first said, "Sacrifice and offering," etc.-"then said he," etc., verse Hebrews 10:9. 

Verse 9
The first; the sacrifice of the law. 

The second; Christ, doing the will of God in his obedience, sacrifice, and death. 

Verse 10
By the which will; of God as done by Christ, especially in his suffering and death, believers are justified and sanctified. Christ crucified as an atonement for sin is the great subject of the Old Testament scriptures. Their principles and precepts, their rites and ceremonies, their sacrifices and offerings, their predictions, declarations, and promises have reference to him; and one who does not see them in this light will never apprehend the fulness, or duly appreciate the perfection of their meaning. 

Verse 11
Oftentimes; morning and evening daily. 

Verse 12
This man; Christ. 

On the right hand of God; in an exalted state of glory, which is evidence that his atonement once for all is accepted, and is efficacious in securing the salvation of all who believe. 

Verse 15
The Holy Ghost-is a witness; to the above-mentioned truths, by what he has said in Jeremiah 31:33-34. The testimony of the Holy Ghost in the Old Testament is in accordance with his testimony in the New. It is equally a part of God’s revelation to men, and without understanding it, men cannot be skillful in the word of righteousness, or well fitted to communicate a knowledge of it. 

Verse 17
And their sins; supply before these words, Then said he. 

Verse 18
No more offering; no need of any further atonement. 

Verse 19
Into the holiest; into the true holy of holies; that is, into God’s presence in heaven. 

By the blood of Jesus; which has already been presented there in our behalf. 

Verse 20
Living way; of which life is the attribute-which conducts those who are spiritually alive to life eternal; in contrast with the way of dead works, in which those who are dead in trespasses and sins walk onward to eternal death. 

Consecrated for us; initiated and dedicated as a new way in our behalf. 

Through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; as the earthly holy of holies was entered through the veil, so we have access to the heavenly holy of holies, that is, to God’s presence in heaven itself, through the flesh of Christ offered as our propitiatory sacrifice for sin. 

Verse 21
The house of God; his spiritual household, the church. 

Verse 22
Draw near; to God on his throne of grace. 

Hearts sprinkled-bodies washed; the reference is to the consecration of the Levitical priests by the sprinkling of blood and the washing of water, Leviticus 8:6; Leviticus 8:23-24; Leviticus 8:30, which shadowed forth the true consecration of believers to their spiritual priesthood by the sprinkling of the blood of Christ, and the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost. Titus 3:5; 1 Peter 1:2; 1 Peter 2:5. In approaching God, Christians should discard and reject all mediators except Jesus Christ. They need no other; and to trust in another is to reject him. 

Verse 23
Hold fast; by continuing steadfast in the belief of the truths of the gospel and in the practice of its duties. 

Verse 24
Provoke; excite each other to abound more and more in love and good works. 

Verse 25
The assembling; for public and social worship. 

Exhorting one another; to continue in steadfast adherence to truth and duty. 

The day approaching; when Christ will save his friends and destroy his foes. Assembling for social worship is essential to the promotion of the divine glory, to the greatest progress in holiness, and to the highest usefulness among men. 

Verse 26
Sin willfully; by renouncing Christ after having embraced him, and rejecting his gospel after having known and acknowledged it to be his. Chap Hebrews 6:4-8. No other atonement will ever be made, and if we reject this after having known its efficacy, and willfully turn away, refusing to trust in it for salvation, we shall perish. 

Verse 28
Died without mercy; Deuteronomy 13:6-10. 

Verse 29
He be thought worthy; who has been set apart to the service of Christ, and yet treats him as a vile malefactor, and despitefully spurns the blessed influences of his Spirit. 

Verse 30
That hath said; Deuteronomy 32:35-36. 

Verse 31
To fall; especially after such aggravated transgressions. 

Of the living God; as a just, almighty, and eternally avenging God. The knowledge of that certain and awful destruction which awaits believers if they renounce Christ, is a powerful means of preventing it, and one which God blesses in keeping them by his mighty power through faith unto salvation. 

Verse 32
Call to remembrance; remember the grace of Christ, which sustained you in your former trials. 

Verse 34
Ye have; for yourselves, in heaven. 

Substance; possession. 

Verse 35
Confidence; in the ability and willingness of Christ to support, deliver, and save. 

Great-reward; in peace of mind here and endless glory hereafter. 

Verse 36
Patience; in suffering as well as in doing the will of God. 

The promise; of eternal life. 

Verse 37
He that shall come will come; an application to the coming of Christ of the promise made in Habakkuk 2:3, where the coming is also one that has in view the destruction of the oppressors of God’s people, and their salvation. 

Verse 38
The just shall live by faith-no pleasure in him; quoted for substance from the Greek version of Habakkuk 2:4. 

Draw back; give up confidence in Christ, deny him, and renounce his cause to escape suffering, or for any other reason. 

No pleasure; God will abhor him. 

Verse 39
We; true Christians. 

To the saving of the soul; Job 17:9; John 4:13-14; John 10:28-29; 1 Peter 1:2-9. The assurance God has given that he will keep his people in the floods of tribulation, however high they may rise, and in the fires of affliction, however fiercely they may burn, is suited to inspire strong and living confidence in him, and firm, energetic, persevering devotion to his service. 

11 Chapter 11 

Verse 1
At the close of the preceding chapter, mention was made of "them that believe to the saving of the soul." Now follows a description of faith and an illustration of its power from the example of the ancient worthies. 

Substance; the Greek word has two distinct meanings: first, as rendered by our version, substance; the meaning will then be, that faith is that which gives to things hoped for subsistence in the views and feelings of the soul, and leads it to regard and treat them as real; secondly, confidence, as in 2 Corinthians 11:17. According to this, faith is the firm persuasion of things hoped for. 

The evidence of things not seen; their demonstration, that which sets before the mind unseen realities as if they were seen. Faith is a glorious reality and mightily efficacious. It works powerfully, and produces effects which nothing else can. It is in the highest and best sense rational, and is as essential with regard to things unseen, as the eye is to things seen. 

Verse 2
A good report; commendation from God and good men. 

Verse 3
We understand; through God’s testimony. 

Worlds; heaven and earth. 

Things which are seen; the whole visible universe. 

Things which do appear; things visible to sense. The matter itself of which heaven and earth are made was called into being by God’s power, and afterwards reduced to order and beauty. Faith quickens, purifies, elevates, and ennobles the human soul. It raises it to higher spheres, gives it keener vision and a purer atmosphere, enables it to look backward and forward, above, beneath, and around, and avail itself to an untold extent of the length and the breadth, the height and the depth of the vision and knowledge, the wisdom, grace, and joy of God. 

Verse 4
More excellent sacrifice; because offered in a more excellent spirit. There is probably a reference also to the kind of offering. It was not merely a thank-offering, like that of Cain, but a propitiatory sacrifice. 

Testifying of his gifts; expressing in some visible form his approbation of them. Genesis 4:4-7. 

Yet speaketh; by his example and its effects. Two persons may engage in the same external worship and yet their service be totally different in the sight of God. Whatever is done, in order to be accepted of him, must be done with faith, in spirit and in truth. 

Verse 5
He pleased God; by walking with him. Genesis 5:24. He had confidence in him, lived in communion with him, opened his heart to him, and consulted him as his bosom-friend. 

Verse 7
Moved with fear; because he believed God’s word that the flood would certainly come. Genesis 6:14-22. 

By the which; by which faith of his, with its accompanying fruits. 

He condemned the world; his example of faith condemned their unbelief. 

The righteousness which is by faith; the righteousness which God gives through faith. See note to Romans 1:17. Fear is a powerful means of the salvation of men. God designs to awaken it, and it is right that it should have influence. There is great reason for it, and he who attempts to show that there is not, acts against God and against the best interests of mankind. 

Verse 8
Not knowing whither he went; God’s words were, "Unto a land that I will show thee," Genesis 12:1; and such was his confidence in God that he was willing to go anywhere, as God should direct. It is not necessary for us to know all that God will do with us, in order to trust in and obey him; or to be able to see the reasons of his declarations, in order to believe them; or to understand the manner in which his promises can be accomplished, in order to expect their fulfilment. 

Verse 9
As in a strange country; he bought no land except what he wanted for a burying-ground, but lived as a stranger in tents, expecting his permanent abode and possessions in heaven. Genesis 13:3; Genesis 13:18; Genesis 18:1; Genesis 18:9. 

Verse 10
A city which hath foundations; which hath everlasting foundations; that heavenly city which God himself has built for those who love him. Chap Hebrews 12:22; Hebrews 13:14. Old Testament saints had knowledge of a future state, and expected their reward in another world. 

Verse 11-12
Sarah; Genesis 21:1-2; Genesis 22:17. 

Verse 12
Great events for this world as well as the future, depend on the exercise of faith in God; and things which affect vast multitudes for time and eternity, are accomplished through its influence, which would otherwise be impossible. 

Verse 13
The promises; the things which God had promised. 

Embraced them; looked forward to the fulfilment of the promises with earnest desire and confident expectation. 

Confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims; see Genesis 23:4, where the literal pilgrimage of Abraham shadows forth this life as a pilgrimage; and so it is spoken of by Jacob, Genesis 47:9, and still more fully afterwards by David, 1 Chronicles 29:15. 

Verse 14
A country; which they had not found and could not find in this world. 

Verse 16
God is not ashamed; because they place such confidence in him and desire such pure and elevated joys, he has prepared for them a permanent abode and unending bliss in heaven. God is ashamed of those who have no confidence in him and prepares for them no habitation in heaven. He will not acknowledge them as his people, Mark 8:38, or bring them to his blest abode. 

Verse 19
In a figure; when raised alive from the altar where he expected him to die. There are no difficulties in believing God’s declarations and obeying his commands, over which faith cannot triumph. 

Verse 20
Things to come; which God had promised, and which Isaac confidently expected. Genesis 27:27-40. 

Verse 21
Blessed both the sons; Genesis 48:5-20. 

Upon the top of his staff; Genesis 47:31; the quotation is from the Greek version of the Seventy. The same Hebrew letters, according as they are differently pronounced, may signify bed or staff. Taken either way, the sense of the passage is substantially the same. Faith lives and worships God in death. 

Verse 22
The departing of the children of Israel; out of Egypt, because God had promised it. Genesis 50:24-25. 

Verse 23
Proper; beautiful. 

Not afraid; to disobey the king’s command, because they trusted in God to protect them. There are cases in which to obey civil rulers is wrong. In such cases, faith will keep even a woman from obeying the most despotic king. 

Verse 25
Affliction with the people of God; because he expected in so doing to receive the blessings which God had promised them. 

Verse 26
The reproach of Christ; here, and in chap Hebrews 13:13, the reproach which Christ in all ages bears in the person of his covenant people, as he once bore it in his own person; for what is done to his people is done to him. Compare Matthew 10:40; Matthew 18:5-6; Luke 9:48; Luke 10:16, and especially Matthew 25:34-45. Of this reproach each disciple must for Christ’s sake bear his share, before he can share with Christ in his glory. 2 Timothy 2:12. 

The reward; to be given him by God. No earthly sacrifices are too great for faith to make in order to obey God, and no loss is encountered in such a cause which faith does not esteem unspeakable gain. 

Verse 27
Forsook Egypt; Exodus 12:31-51. 

As seeing him who is invisible; as seeing by faith the unseen God-a beautiful illustration of what is said, verse Hebrews 11:1, of faith. Faith has eyes to see invisible things, and a heart to feel their power. It has a head to plan, a tongue to speak, and a hand to work for God. 

Verse 28
The passover, and the sprinkling of blood; Moses observed them as God directed, expecting according to His promise, that in so doing he and the Israelites would be safe. Exodus 12:21-30. Faith regards the blood of Christ as the foundation of human hope, and looks to it as the only safeguard from the destroyer. 

Verse 29
They passed through the Red sea; trusting in God to preserve them. Exodus 14:22-29. 

Verse 30
Compassed about; with confidence that God would cause the walls of the city to fall as he had said. Joshua 6:15-20. 

Verse 31
Rahab; believed that what God had spoken concerning Israel would be accomplished, and she acted accordingly. Joshua 2:1-21; Joshua 6:23. 

Verse 32
Gideon; Judges 6:1-40; Judges 7:1-25; Judges 8:1-35. 

Barak; Judges 4:1-24; Judges 5:1-31. 

Samson; Judges 13:1-25; Judges 14:1-20; Judges 15:1-20; Judges 16:1-31. 

Jephthae; Judges 11:1-40; Judges 12:1-15. 

David; 1 Samuel 16:1-13. 

Samuel; 1 Samuel 1:20. 

The prophets; Matthew 5:12. 

Verse 33-34
For examples, see the references. 

Verses 33-40
No victories ever won compare with those of faith. Its triumphs no earthly tongue can speak or pen describe. They are written in the book of life, and will be told with immortal tongues, by multitudes which no man can number, in strains of glory rising higher and higher, and growing sweeter and sweeter to endless ages. 

Verse 35
Women received their dead; 1 Kings 17:17-23; 2 Kings 4:32-37. 

Others were tortured; from this point onward examples are included of those who lived after the record of the Old Testament was closed, some of whose sufferings for the truth’s sake are recorded in the books of Maccabees, and in Josephus’ account of the same times. A better resurrection; to a life of everlasting glory. 

Verse 39
A good report; they are in Scripture commended as good men, and their faith by which they persevered in duty held up as worthy of imitation to all succeeding ages. 

The promise; the great thing promised, namely, the Messiah and the blessings of the gospel. 

Verse 40
Some better thing; the fulfilment of God’s promises in the coming of Christ and the blessings which he conferred. 

Not be made perfect; without the fulfilment of these promises, which we witness, and in the faith of which they lived, and died, and went to glory. 

12 Chapter 12 

Verse 1
Compassed about-cloud of witnesses; the reference is to the Grecian games, in which the racers were surrounded by a vast multitude of spectators. Here the witnesses are those who have themselves run the heavenly race and obtained the reward of faith. 

Every weight; every thing which can hinder our progress in the way to heaven, just as the earthly racers lay aside every incumbrance, especially the sin to which we are most exposed. 

Verse 2
Looking unto Jesus; not merely as an example, but also as the author and finisher of faith and of all which was needed for perseverance in duty, even to eternal life. 

The joy; of redeeming multitudes which no man can number from eternal sinning and suffering, and raising them to eternal holiness and bliss. 

Despising the shame; the shame of being crucified. It is right to regard our own happiness, to be influenced by the hope of future reward, and for the sake of obtaining it to perform labors, make sacrifices, suffer trials, and endure, when called to it, even death itself, that we may follow Christ and be partakers of his joy. 

Verse 3
Consider him; meditate much on the character and work of Christ, especially his patience under sufferings, that you may be strengthened and encouraged in following his example. 

Verse 4
Ye have not yet; been called as Christ was to suffer death for resisting sin. 

Verse 5
The exhortation; Proverbs 3:11-12; Revelation 3:19. 

Verse 7
Chastening; trials designed to correct your faults and make you better. 

Verse 8
All; the children of God. 

Are ye bastards; treated as such; your faults are not corrected, but you are left to go unreformed to ruin. 

Verse 9
Fathers of our flesh; earthly parents. 

Father of spirits; God. 

Verse 10
After their own pleasure; as they chose or thought best. 

Be partakers; become holy like him. God never sends trials because he has any pleasure in afflicting his people, but to make them more useful and happy than they would be without them. Hence a cheerful and hearty submission is required not only by the glory of God, but by our own highest good. 

Verse 11
The peaceable fruit of righteousness; the chastisement yields, like a good tree, the good fruit of righteousness, which always has for its companion "the peace of God which passeth all understanding." Philippians 4:7. 

Verse 12
Lift up; encourage and animate the desponding. Isaiah 35:3-4. 

Verse 13
Make straight paths for your feet; walk in the plain way of duty, and that not merely for your own sake, but for the sake of feeble and halting among your brethren; that they, by your good example, may be kept in the right way, and healed of their spiritual infirmities. 

Verse 14
Follow peace with all; so far as duty will permit. 

See the Lord; dwell with or enjoy him. 

Verse 15
Any man; that is, as the connection shows, any man who belongs to your Christian community. 

Fail of the grace of God; of his grace which bestows eternal life, by being found at last unholy and unprepared for heaven. 

Any root of bitterness; any doctrine or practice adapted to lead men to apostatize from Christ and perish. The words quoted, from Deuteronomy 29:18, were originally applied to such a root of bitterness, consisting in apostasy from Jehovah to idolatry. 

Verse 16
Fornicator-profane person; examples of the "root of bitterness" just referred to. A profane person is here one who, like Esau, despises sacred things and gives up spiritual blessings for sensual enjoyments. 

One morsel of meat; Genesis 25:29-34. 

Birthright; right by birth to high temporal and spiritual blessings. 

Verse 17
No place of repentance; whether we refer the word repentance to Esau, as some do, or with others, to Isaac, the sense remains substantially the same. In the former case the meaning will be that Esau could not make his own repentance avail to change his father’s mind; in the latter, that he could not induce Isaac to repent by taking the blessing of the birthright from Jacob, and giving it to him. He had sold it for a mess of pottage, and it was gone for ever. Genesis 27:34-40. So would be the blessings of following Christ, if they should renounce him to escape suffering or to enjoy worldly good. Great care, watchfulness, and prayer, are needful even in Christians, lest they should fail of heaven; and great effort is needful in sinners, however high their privileges and however enlightened or closely connected with Christians they may be, in order to enter and pursue the way that leads to life. 

Verses 18-29
Now follows an exhortation which contains, first, and encouragement drawn from the gracious character of the Christian dispensation, as contrasted with the severity of the Mosaic law; secondly, a warning against apostasy under such a glorious dispensation, in view of its greater guilt and severer punishment. 

The mount; Sinai and the terrors which surrounded it at the giving of the law. Exodus 19:9-25; Exodus 20:1-22. Here, as in Galatians 4:24-25, Sinai represents the whole Mosaic economy. 

That might be touched; the reference is not merely to its material nature, but to the peril of touching it. Verse Hebrews 12:20. 

Verse 20
If so much as a beast touch the mountain; much more a man. Exodus 19:12-13; Exodus 19:21-24. This prohibition shadowed forth the distance from himself at which the holy God, under the Mosaic economy, kept sinful men. Compare chap Hebrews 9:8. 

Verse 22
Unto mount Zion-the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem; to the true spiritual Zion and Jerusalem, of which the earthly Zion with its city was an emblem; that is, to the privileges, hopes, and blessings of the Christian dispensation and the holy family of God under it. Compare the words of the apostle, Galatians 4:26 : "Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all." An innumerable company of angels; who make a part of God’s universal family, of which Christ is the head. Ephesians 1:10; Colossians 1:20. 

Verse 23
The general assembly and church; here distinguished from "the spirits of just men made perfect"; probably meaning therefore the church on earth, so far as it consists of true believers. 

The first-born; the word in the original is plural. It describes either all God’s true children, as each admitted, in and through Christ, to the privileges of first-born sons, that is, to a preeminent place in God’s favor; or, as some think, the more eminent among them, as patriarchs, prophets, and apostles. 

Which are written in heaven; enrolled there in the Lamb’s book of life. 

The spirits of just men; who await in God’s presence the resurrection of the just. 

Made perfect; they have gone through the conflict with sin and suffering, obtained the victory, and been made perfect in holiness and blessedness; not in the sense of having reached the consummation of their bliss-which is reserved for the final resurrection-but in the sense of being for ever freed from sin and suffering. 

Verse 24
The blood of sprinkling; which cleanses our consciences from the guilt and defilement of sin, and thus speaks peace to them. Chap Hebrews 9:14; Hebrews 10:22; 1 Peter 1:2. 

That of Abel; which called to God for vengeance. Genesis 4:10. 

Verse 25
Him that speaketh; in the revelations, the promises, and the threatenings of the gospel. 

Refused him that spake on earth; apostatized from the Jewish religion revealed by Moses. Deuteronomy 13:6-10. 

Him that speaketh from heaven; God, by Jesus Christ. Chap Hebrews 1:2. The responsibilities of men are in proportion to their blessings; and if they abuse or neglect them, they will proportionably enhance their condemnation. 

Verse 26
Then; when he gave the law at mount Sinai. Exodus 19:18. 

Not the earth only, but also heaven; Haggai 2:6-7, where the words are, "I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land; and I will shake all nations, and the Desire of all nations shall come." It is a shaking and removal of every thing that is in its nature transitory and perishable, not merely the old Mosaic dispensation, but also every human power opposed to the kingdom of Christ. Compare, for the figure, Isaiah 13:13; Joel 3:16; Matthew 24:29, and the notes on those passages. 

Verse 27
Things that are shaken; that is, as the margin, things that can be shaken. See the note to the preceding verse. 

Things that are made; nearly equivalent to things "made with hands," and therefore transitory. Chap Hebrews 9:11. 

Which cannot be shaken; the kingdom of Christ and the eternal spiritual blessings connected with it. This shaking is the thrice repeated overturning of Ezekiel 21:27. It covers the whole history of Christ’s kingdom from its beginning to its perfect establishment. 

Verse 28
Let us have grace; though the grace by which alone we can render acceptable service to God is his gift, yet we are responsible for possessing it, since it is freely offered to all, and all will have it who do not repel and reject it by a disobedient spirit. 

Serve God; perseveringly, to whatever troubles it may expose us. 

Godly fear; having respect to all God’s commandments. Psalms 119:6; Jeremiah 32:40. 

Verse 29
A consuming fire; Deuteronomy 4:24. He is such to all rejecters of our Lord Jesus Christ, especially those who have apostatized from him. Hence all who have set out in the way to heaven should persevere, whatever trials may assail them, till faith is swallowed up in vision, and hope in endless joy. All good reasons are on the side of perseverance in obeying God, trusting in Christ for what is needed to do this and to be accepted in it. The contrary course is most unreasonable and wicked, will be condemned by God and all good beings, and will fill those who pursue it with consuming terrors for ever. 

13 Chapter 13 

Verse 1
Love to Christians on account of their likeness to Christ is a fruit of the Spirit, and an evidence of being born of God. It is also a means of promoting our love to Christ and the enjoyment of his presence. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. 1 John 4:16. This is a reason why Satan hates Christian love, and so often employs such as speak lies and sow discord among brethren to prevent it; and also a reason why such persons are mentioned in the Bible as children of the devil, and as one of the seven abominations which the Lord abhors. John 8:44; Proverbs 6:19. 

Verse 2
Entertained angels; Genesis 18:2-19; Genesis 19:1-3. 

Verse 3
Remember; sympathize with, pray for, and be ready, as you have opportunity, to assist them that are in bonds; whatever be the kind of bondage, especially those who are bound or imprisoned on account of their religion. 

In the body; and of course liable to similar trials. Love to Christians for Christ’s sake will lead all who possess it deeply to sympathize with such as are in bonds, to pray for them, and in all suitable ways endeavor to benefit them. 

Verse 4
Honorable; right, proper, and for ministers of the gospel as well as others. As marriage is God’s institution for the happiness of man and the prevention of fornication and other abominable vices, he who forbids or discourages it increases the temptations to these crimes, and exposes himself to the just indignation of God. 

Verse 5
Conversation; manner of life. 

Covetousness; inordinate regard for money or such things as money will procure. 

I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee; the words occur in Deuteronomy 31:6, as a promise to all Israel, and again in 1 Chronicles 28:20, as a promise to Solomon. The apostle has simply put them in the first person. Christians, in principle, precept, and practice, should show their abhorrence of covetousness, should be contented with the allotments of Providence, be grateful for mercies, and never fear the want of any needful good, for the Lord has engaged to supply them. Psalms 34:4-10. 

Verse 7
Them which have the rule; your leaders and guides; those who have proclaimed to you the will of God. 

The end; of their earthly course; their peaceful, happy, joyful death. Acts 7:59-60; Philippians 1:23. These words should not be connected with the following verse, as is plain from the construction of the original. 

Verse 8
Jesus Christ-for ever; rather, Jesus Christ is the same, etc. Of course he can sustain, comfort, and bless you, as he did them. 

Verse 9
Be not carried about; from one opinion to another; or, according to another reading, carried away, namely, from the right path. Adhere steadfastly to your steadfast Saviour, and the truth concerning him as ye have received it. 

Not with meats; the Jewish distinctions of meats, and the whole ceremonial law connected with them. The words intimate that it is the grace of Christ alone, not these carnal ordinances, that has power to establish the heart. To treat external rites and ceremonies as the chief thing does much evil and exposes men to the loss of their souls, because it tends to prevent their reliance on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Verse 10
We; Christians. 

Have an altar; a spiritual altar. We are spiritual priests, and partake by faith of Christ’s body sacrificed for us; from which they are excluded who still depend on Jewish sacrifices. 

Verse 11
Whose blood is brought into the sanctuary; the reference is to the bullock and goat that were offered as sin-offerings in the great day of atonement, and whose blood was carried by the high-priest into the holy of holies, Leviticus 16:27. In being thus burned without the camp they typified the sacrifice of Jesus, who suffered without the gate of Jerusalem, which city corresponded to the camp in the wilderness. 

Verse 12
With his own blood; carrying it as their great High-priest into the true holy of holies, that is, into God’s presence in heaven. Chap Hebrews 9:12; Hebrews 9:24. 

Without the gate; John 19:17-18. 

Verse 13
Let us go forth-without the camp; some, taking the Israelitish camp as a symbol of the Mosaic economy, suppose the meaning to be, Let us forsake Judaism, cleave to Christ, and suffer with him. But the more natural meaning of this verse is, Let us follow Jesus in his shame and suffering. 

Bearing his reproach; bearing it with him, as members of his body. See note to chap Hebrews 11:26. Christians should not fear any reproach or shame which they are called of God to suffer for his sake, but like Christ should cheerfully endure any cross, despising the shame, that they may with him sit down on the right hand of the majesty on high; remembering that their shame will be short, and their honors eternal. 

Verse 14
Here have we no continuing city; our stay on earth will be short. This is a reason why we should cheerfully bear reproach with Jesus, that we may share with him the glory of the heavenly city that is to come. 

Verse 15
By him; as our great High-priest, not by Jewish priests on Jewish altars. 

The sacrifice of praise; the spiritual thank-offering of praise, which the Mosaic thank-offerings shadowed forth. 

The fruit of our lips; quoted after the Greek version from Hosea 14:2, where the Hebrew has, "the calves of our lips"; that is, sacrifices of praise. Ephesians 5:19-20; 1 Thessalonians 5:16; 1 Thessalonians 5:18. 

Verse 16
To communicate; impart blessings as you have opportunity to the needy. It is not enough for men to be pious, devotional, and grateful: they must also be beneficent, disposed to communicate of their blessings to others. This they are prone to forget, and they need often to be reminded that it is with such things God is well pleased. They would thus give evidence that their natural selfishness, which if continued will ruin them, is in a way of being subdued. 

Verse 17
Them that have the rule; who guide you, by making known to you the will of God. 

Submit yourselves; to be governed by his will, which they declare. 

Watch for your souls; their object is to promote your salvation, by obeying God to whom they are accountable. 

With joy; in having been instrumental of saving you. 

Unprofitable for you; if you refuse to follow their guidance when they point out the path of duty, you not only grieve them, but injure yourselves and incur the wrath of God. 

Verse 18
Honestly; uprightly, in a manner suitable to a minister of the gospel and an inspired apostle. Enlightened ministers of Christ often express a desire for the prayers of Christians on earth, but never ask or desire others to ask for them the prayers of Peter, Paul, Mary, or any of the saints in heaven. 

Verse 19
Restored to you the sooner; be sooner able to visit you. Prayer is efficacious not only with regard to spiritual, but temporal things. It often enables persons to do what they otherwise could not do, and to confer and receive blessings of which they and others without prayer would fail. But in order to receive the full benefits of the prayers of others, men must pray themselves; and not only for themselves, but also for their fellow-men; and must be disposed in this way to confer the blessings on others which they wish to receive from them. 

Verse 20
Through the blood of the everlasting covenant; these words are best connected with the preceding part of the verse. It was by virtue of the expiatory blood of Christ, by which he ratified the everlasting covenant of grace, that God raised him from the dead and exalted him to universal dominion. The question here is not one of mere power, but of fitness. It was meet that, in view of his propitiation for the sins of the world through the bloody death of the cross, God should exalt him, as he did by his resurrection and ascension to heaven. Compare Philippians 2:9-11. 

Verse 21
Every thing thought, felt, or done by men which is holy and acceptable to God, is the fruit of his working in them both to will and to do. It comes to them in consequence of the death of Christ as a propitiation for their sins and the sins of the world; and to him all who feel and act rightly will give glory for ever. 

Verse 23
If he come shortly; to me; for though set at liberty he was yet absent from the writer. 

Verse 24
All-and all the saints; the ministers and brethren of the churches. 

They; the Christians in Italy, whence this epistle was written, the great object of which was to enable the Jewish Christians rightly to understand the Old Testament, especially its rites and ceremonies, and to persuade them to persevere in their attachment and obedience to Jesus Christ. 

